
100 years since the end of the “Great War” and the reasons that gave birth to it have
not been disappeared till now.

102 years since Goritsa’s battle which left 100,000 dead people behind have passed,
and capitalism and the states still destine us for slaughters…

20 million dead people, countless incapacitated, wounded, raped, refuges: This was the cost that 
the working class -mainly in Europe- paid, when the great forces of the era decided to redistribute 
their profit sources. This war surprised lot of people who believed that humanity had evolved and 
that even for capitalists, it was better to collaborate under the global market, than to ignite yet 
another war in Europe. After all, their war operations at the colonies seemed more than enough. 
However, capitalism does not only incorporate the competition between the rich and the poor, but 
also competition between capitalists with opposing interests. So, capitalists also fight amongst 
themselves in order to determine who will monopolize various profitable sectors at different areas. 

Three key elements made this war possible: imperialism, nationalism and militarism. Imperialism 
is vital to bourgeois who seek new lands and markets in order to increase their profits. Nationalism
is an essential element in order to erase class clashes. It can render workers willing to end up in a 
grave with a flag rapped around their corpse, or to sell their work cheaply, all for the “good of the 
country”. Militarism, is the state’s tool to elevate the role of the army, for the militarization and the
discipline of societies and all social relations.

Unfortunately, only a small part of the proletarian forces were able to comprehend in time the true
causes and the type of this war, as well as to produce revolutionary positions. Positions about the 
class and international role, in order to put an end not only to the specific bloodshed but also to 
the very system that caused it. A large portion of social democrats, communists and even 
anarchists were dragged under the state’s propaganda, offering a truce at the local class war, 
whilst justifying their state’s war operations as a simple response to those of another. The end of 
the war -apart from the countless dead people- brought about a series of riots and revolutions 
(Russia, Hungary, Germany etc.) from the impoverished workers and the injured soldiers who 
created councils and finally turned their weapons to the enemy lying in their own country.

In our days, the capitalistic crisis, the rising nationalisms in the broader area, the great inter-
imperialistic competitions for the control of energy sources and their routes of transfer, as well as 
the fast-growing operational upgrade of NATO, the geometric increase of military expenses, the 
rise of militarism in Greece, Europe and the rest of the world, does not leave any room for 
misinterpretation. 

Sooner or later, in generalized or sporadic, we, who might not speak the same language but 
experience the same exploitation, the same poverty, the same misery, are being prepared for 
slaughter. This is the desire of those who abolish the 8hour working day in Austria, those who fire-
up the hunt of immigrants in Italy, those who fill Greece with NATO’s bases and present the 
nationalist forces of Europe as the sole solution against globalization bringing them to power in 
many countries or having them as a threat in others so that the central neoliberalism can continue
to dominate. All of the above are different sides of the same fierce capitalism which will not rest 
unless it is fed with our blood.

Today we are still present but divided: from the people who refuse to serve the army in Greece, 
Turkey, and Israel, to the antimilitaristic demonstration of the 3rd of November by comrades at 
Goritsa. From the strikes that defend workers’ interests and set up barricades, to the students’ 
school occupations against war. From the antifascist demonstrations in Vienna, to the living-squats
of Torino. From the resistance at Skouries, to the opposition of TAP construction at Letse. In all 
these struggles we are fighting from a defensive position in order to block further degradation of 
our lives, in order to fight against the stronger hold of capitalists and states over our lives. We 
need to organize our struggles horizontally with class consciousness and revolutionary 
perspective. This is the only thing that is missing so that we can start claiming our first victories, 
so that we can change the current conditions and finally proceed with our counter-attack.

We have learned our lesson by now and we keep that in mind for the time when predator and prey
change roles: the enemy lies within our countries, but in order to beat them we must strengthen 



internationalist solidarity, international coordination, and the struggle for a global revolution 
against the class-based and authoritative societies. 

On November the 3rd anarchists from Italy have scheduled an antimilitaristic demonstration at the 
town of Goritsa in northern Italy. In this town, during the first World War, over 100,000 soldiers 
(both Italian and Austrohungarians) were killed in three days. The song that follows is an 
anarchist/antimilitaristic song of that time, which, for many years, lead to the execution of those 
who sang it…

“The fifth day of August in the morning
the Italian troops were moving

to Gorizia, that land so far away
and everyone set off in grief.

Under the rain pouring in torrents
the enemy’s bullets were hailing

and on those hills, mountains and valleys
people died saying this so loud:

Alas! Curse be upon you, Gorizia,
by all hearts feeling a conscience!

We left filled with pain and with sorrow
and many of us have never come back.

And you cowards, curse be upon you!
You lie in soft wool beds with your vives

sneering at us, poor cannon fodder;
this war learnt us how to punish you.

You call a field of honour
this land far beyond the border,
there we die crying: Butchers!

Curse will be upon you one day.

My dear wife, you cannot hear me,
I pray our closest comrades

To watch over our beloved children,
I am dying with their names in my heart.

And you traitors, generals, officers,
you who strongly pushed for this war,

you’re the butchers of our flesh for sale
you’re the ruin of the youth.

Alas! Curse be upon you, Gorizia,
by all hearts feeling a conscience!

We left filled with pain and with sorrow
and many of us have never come back.”

WE SHALL BLOCK NATIONAL AND IMPERIALISTIC WARS

WE SHALL BLOCK NATIONALISM AND MILITARISM

COMMON STRUGGLE AGAINST CAPITAL, STATES, NATIONAL ARMIES AND NATO

WE START ANTIMILITARISM UP AGAIN!
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